He gave the village of Jaoli to Balaji Rao
Shivthar to Daulat Rao, Jor to Hanmant
Rao, Jambli to Govind Rao, and Bahuli to
Yeshwant Rao. The hereditary titles of
*Raja' and * Chandra Rao/ and all the em-
blems of authority were given to Balaji Rao
as he was the eldest son. All these
brothers were great devotees of the God
Mahabaleshwar to whom they made muni-
ficent gifts of land and money.
While the Rajas of Jaoli established
their power in the country south of Poona,
stretching from the Ghauts to the upper
Krishna, and attained great importance in
the Bijapur court, the beginning of the seven-
teenth century witnessed a great political
event. A great Maratha hero appeared in
the Deccan and attempted successfully to
establish an independent Hindu kingdom.
It was Shivaji, the founder of the Maratha
empire and champion of the Hindu faith,
who was born at Shivneri .near Junnar in
1627. His father, Shahaji, son of Maloji
Bhonsle, was a great military leader in
the Mahomedan kingdoms of Ahmed-
nagar and Bijapur, whose rulers were
tolerant towards the Hindus and utilised
their services alike in warfare and civil
administration. Maloji Bhonsle rose to great
distinction in the service of Nizam Shah